
PlatoJustice

Introduction

The question of justice has been central to every society, and in every age, it
surrounds itself with debate. Justice has been the most critical part of a
person'smoralitysincetimeimmemorial. Perhaps, it isfor thisreasonthatPlato,
theancientGreekphilosopher, consideredit crucial toreacha theoryof justice.

Finding out the principles of justice is the main concern in Plato's Republic, to
theextentthatit isalsosubtitledas‘ Concerning Justice’ .

EthicsandJustice

In the Greek tradition of philosophy, political science was formulated after
ethics. Ethics is referred to as a branch of learning that associates itself with
good conduct. Ethics is, thus, that branch of philosophy that studies morality
anddealswiththequestionsofrightandwrong.

TheGreekshaveconsideredethicsto bethefoundationsofPoliticsandJustice.
According to Greek philosophy, the state comes into existence for the sake of
life and continuesfor the sakeof a good life, whichmakesit essential to havea
"just societyandajust state."

Plato, who can also be called the pioneer of Western Political Thought, viewed
justiceasa central questionwhendealing withpolitics(here, politicsdenote the
subjectofpoliticalscience).

Platoandhisthoughts

Greek political thought originates from Socrates. Plato was one of the most
brilliant disciples of Socrates. Plato is considered the pioneer of Western
Political thought today. It is because his mentor, Socrates, did not produce any
writing,andweknowofhisthoughtsonly fromthewritingsofPlato.

Plato, whose original name is Aristocles, was interested in pursuing philosophy


